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Success Story – Berkeley 
Minicar

Berkeley Minicar
2498 San Pablo Avenue
Berkeley, CA 94702
http://www.berkeleyminicar.com/

Berkeley Minicar is an independent auto repair shop 
that has been servicing Hondas in Berkeley for over 30 
years. Berkeley Minicar employs nine people. Lacking 
landscape to water, all of the businesses water use 
is done by their employees. Like most businesses in 
Berkeley they have a progressive attitude towards wa-
ter and energy conservation.

How much water a business uses can vary considerably 
and depends on the type of business. Average water 
use for auto mechanic shops, based on conservative 
estimates, is 8 to 12 gallons per day (gpd) per employ-
ee. This number is based on typical employee water 
needs, and considers hand washing, toilet flushing, 
utility sink washing, and other cleaning duties in an 
auto shop. Total water use for an auto mechanic shop 
with nine employees would typically average about 90 
gpd. But Berkeley Minicar’s average water use in 2012 
was just 65 gpd.  

How did Berkeley Minicar achieve this significant 
water savings?  They replaced their older toilets with 
high efficiency models, with the help of EBMUD’s High 
Efficiency Toilet Rebate Program. In addition, they in-
stalled 0.5 gallons per minute (gpm) aerators on both 
of their bathroom faucets and installed a 1.5 gpm aera-
tor on their utility sink. Rather than using a lot of water 
for cleaning, the owner takes pride in using non-water 
use, non-toxic methods to clean up their shop, such as 
sweeping or using a damp cloth. Simple and effective.

Berkeley Minicar exemplifies good water manage-
ment. Their example demonstrates to their clients how 
using less water and energy benefits the bottom line 
and helps preserve our community’s vital resources. 
EBMUD congratulates Berkeley Minicar on their 
WaterSmart Certification. 

WaterSmart — good for business, good for the 
environment.

 Berkeley Minicar like many small businesses are finding that being 
efficient also economic sense.

EBMUD recognizes these businesses and customers for 
their water conserving efforts. However EBMUD makes no 
representation regarding these businesses or that similar 
water savings will be achieved at other sites.
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Water savings snapshot
Current consumption: 65 gallons per day

Gallons per person: 7 gallons per day
Combined potential annual savings: 51,000 gallons
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